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Framing the Session and 
establishing context

• Highlights of relevant Global Economic 
• Change in the post-Soviet Era;

• Presentations of case studies 



Economists look to the 
Global Future’s Big Picture















What’s happening in the monetary 
system to drive global change?







Global Economic Change and its Effect on
Occupational and Environmental Health:

Examples  

● Impact of Global markets in emerging economies; 
● Effect of income disparity in poor communities;  
● Exploitation of cheap labor; 
● Export of Hazards e-Waste; 
● Impact on workers and communities in developed 

countires when industry is exported;  
● Hazards from transportation of toxic chemicals. 



Escalating community metals poisoning due to changes in the global economy: The evolving global economy is 
affecting human health and the environment
Ian von Lindern (USA)

The real global consequences of first-world environmental and occupational controls: The 2010-2013 Lead Poisoning 
Epidemic in Nigeria 
Margrit von Braun (USA)

Global Economic Change and its Impact on Occupational and Environmental Health in Bangladesh 
Hasanat Alamgir (Bangladesh/USA)

Coffee

E-waste as a result of global economic change 
Ivan Ivanov (WHO)

Risk assessment on Taranto (Italy) integrated steel works 
Giorgio Assennato (Italy)

Health hazards arising from the global transport of goods, 
Xaver Baur (Germany)
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Since 1955, the volume of the world trade has grown much faster than the world 
economy as a whole, and for many countries it has been the engine of growth.
The gains of trade have been unevenly distributed, as first Europe, and then Asia joined 
the world trading system.
Other poor regions, such as Africa, dependent on commodities, have been left behind.
Trade talks helped boost trade in manufactured goods between rich countries as tariffs 
were cut.
Countries which aimed at export-led growth, such as Japan, Korea, and China, have 
benefited.
But liberalising trade in services - such as accounting - or agriculture has proved harder.
Now talks aimed at opening up markets in agriculture to benefit poor developing 
countries have stalled.







Where are the changes in the global 
economy? 



World Economic Forum Report
based on surveys of 1000 top 
economists



World Economic Forum:
Top Five Risks by Likelihood

Source: WEF Global Risks 2013 report



World Economic Forum:
Top Five Risks by Impact

Source: WEF Global Risks 2013 report



Top Five Changes by Likelihood



Top Five Global Changes by Impact



Top five Global Risks in terms of Impact 2007-2013



Top five Global Risks in terms of Likelihood 2007-2013



Other concerns about future risks



As advanced and emerging shares of world trade converge, emerging 

economies will hold ever greater shares of global assets and wealth



As advanced and emerging shares of world trade converge, emerging economies will 

hold ever greater shares of global assets and wealth - I



As advanced and emerging shares of world trade converge, emerging economies 

will hold ever greater shares of global assets and wealth - II


